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Music Review

by KEN GRUEN

CRYSTAL SUITE
STEVEN HALPERN, Sound Rx, IO.
Box 2644, San Anselmo, CA 94960

I have always loved the wotk of Steven
Halpern, but I am especially awed by his
newest offering which contains music f{or
crystal attunement and meditation. This
reaction is not just duc to my personal
fondness for the beauty and encigy of
crystals, nor 1o the fact that Steven’s early
albums initiated my love for New Agc

music. But Crystal Suite is a truc break-

through in the marriage of natural acous-
“tics and electronic sounds.

STEVEN HALPERN
CRYSTAL SUITE

Mecditation and Attunement Music
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The two sides of this tape ate quite dif-
ferent.and seem to have been conceived as
separate entities which can either stand
alone or be used to compliment cach
othier. Side onc pretty much consists of the
familiar Halpern sound. The impressive
title track acts as a beautiful introduction
to the recording and has a texture and
fecling very much like Steven’s now classic
Spectrum Suite.The composition merges
several piano fantasies into a long,
mantra-like construction while soft syn-
thesizer accompaniments gently fade 1n
and out like a sonic Willow-The-Wisp.

The track that I enjoy the most on this
side is entitled ‘‘Canon In C Major’’, an
inspired variation on the 17th century
Canon by Johann Pachclbel. On this vari-
ation, the Halpern magic turns the chord

changes of this famous classical ptece into

a chorus of angelic voices and celestial
strings. Above this, the electric piano
ascends and descends in a fantasy of cas-
cading sound that I'm sure would even
give shivers to Mr. Pachelbel.

However, side two of Crystal Suite is
what really makes listening to this album
such a unique experience. It begins with
the incredible natural sound produced by
striking and rubbing several Quartz Crys-
tal Temple Bowls. They ring with a rare
purity and pulsate with energy of such a
high magnitude that I could literally feel
my body vibrating in sympathy with the
sound. Steven's technique of recording
this effect is impressive since the pulsa-
tions remain clearly audible over an
extended period of time as they very grad-
ually fade from a loud ring into a pro-
found silence. Unlike any other record
that 1 have encountcred, this one uses

| silence as a major tool to punctuate the
' sound and allow the listener to, fully

" absorb the experience.

The symphonic constructions that fol-
low the crystal sounds are quite different
from what we have come to expect from
this artist. With compositions such as
““The Gem &-1'' and “Inner Journey™,
Steven provides a soundtrack for a spiritual
wartiot’s journey into the very soul of a
crystal—or is it into our own hear centers?
The music builds and switls into a vortex
of synthesized encrgy, inducing images of
scintillating facets and magical structures.

For those long time fans of Steven
Halpern, this album provides a good
helping of the “Anti-Frantic’’ sound that
has been his trademark for several years.
However, in its use of natural crystal reso-
nance and similarly artuned music, Crys-
tal Suite provides an aural experience that
goes far beyond anything that he has pre-
viously recorded.
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