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4 00 students chant ritual @
S U e n S C CI n l' U 0 s G i
' at rain- makmg ceremony :
By TOM STIENSTRA Clear skies are predicted for eyes closed and faces raised to 3 SR
“Oh great spirit, send us the next 30 days, according to the sky as they sang the s :
water, on this dry and parched ‘the National Weather Service. words. Vi
land.” And when the ritual ended, Short speeches by Dr.
More than 400 San Jose nary a cloud was in the sky. Hooper, Dr. Boes, Ms. Peter-
State students sang that In- Many SJS students were sen-Alexander and music by %
dian chant Thursday in the _also skeptical. - Roth were included in the ’;;é\*?
Student Union Amphitheater, ~* “The is fruitless and ridicu- "ceremony { B
hoping ‘“combined energies - lous,” said John A. Ytreus, 21, . Dr. Hooper said people have ' AR TN
- will brmg rain, = ~ a journalism major. “How can been praying for rain through- e \\»,_,, .
*  The rain-making ritual was you move a high pressure sys- out California. Bishop Floyd %”g i 23
directed by Dr. Thornton tem? Maybe if they all blew  Begin of Oakland has asked L e
~Hooper, 59, a San Jose State their hot air in the same direc- = people to pray for rain at Mass AR
counselor, Dr. Harriet Shaw of  tion it might move.” and privately. Gywala Kar- o SRR
LosGatos, Dr. Sunil K. Boes of -Paula Talcott, 29, an arts mapa, second-ranking Tibeta f,t I
i “India, Gloria Petersen-Alex- major, said she was “disap-  Buddhist leader, prayed for E
& - ander of San Jose and singer pointed by the ceremony” and  rain recently in San Francisco, a6
Noel Roth of San Jose-—all she didn’t see “how it could do according to Hooper. . 55
self-proclaimed mystics. much good.” Dr. Hooper said American 5
“We want to get as many Dr. Shaw said negative atti- Indians have been able to A
people as possible to concur- tudes were the only thing bring rain by “achieving har- o
rently focus their mental en-  which could prevent the rain- mony with nature.”
ergy toward bringing rain to = making ceremony from being In Tuolumne County,
~drought-stricken California,” asuccess. . members of the Miwuk Indian
Dr. Hooper said. “By changing “Everybody must close their tribe also participated in the &
the state of mind we can affect eyes and tune into their God ceremony, according to Rich- & §
the climate,” and become one,” Dr. Shaw ard Rainbow, a Miwuk medi- g
- Steve Goehring was one of said. “I am part of the uni- cine man. S o
10 SJS students dressed in In-  verse. The clouds and I are @ “Last month my group con- i '
~dian garb with his face one.” ducted a rain-making cere- e P
“ painted. - Dr. Shaw was seated in In-  mony,” said Richard Rainbow, e ri ;
# - SThe seed has been dian fashion and led the chant a Miwuk medicine man. “I BT ARG o o
planted,” Goehring said. “The  as the students pounded on  don’t know if it happened be- s O G Bhams RS
- rain is three days away.” wooden seats to create a cause of our ceremony, but : - ST .
The weather man did not - rhythmic beat. About 150 of  three days later it ramed and Harriet Shaw, in the right phofo prays for ram wh:le an aﬂennve member of the audaence in the
5. agree, TR ) ‘the students sat with their snowed.”

left photo illustrates his concern with a rain cloud tattoo on his arm. (Phofos by Joe Melena.)



